
Nationally, the number and distribution of speeding-
related fatalities changed little across road types from
1994 to 1998. The definition of speeding used to

compile the following tables was based on the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration’s Fatality Analysis Reporting System
(FARS) data elements. To be designated as speeding related by the
FHWA, the police accident form had to indicate that at least one
of the following three criteria was met:

• Driving too fast for conditions or exceeding the posted speed
limit.

• Driver charged with a speeding-related violation (other than
driving too slow).

• Vehicle speed was at least 10 mi/h over the posted speed limit.

        1994         1995          1996         1997         1998
          Speeding  Nonspeed  Speeding    Nonspeed Speeding  Nonspeed Speeding    Nonspeed Speeding  Nonspeed

Roadway Function Class              Related      Related    Related       Related   Related      Related    Related      Related    Related      Related

Rural Interstate    850 1,716    906   1,752      991   1,933  1,003  2,037  1,021   2,074
Other Principal Arterial 1,333 3,788 1,444   3,521       1,394   3,857  1,430  3,964  1,346   4,011
Minor Artery 1,284 2,928 1,303   3,103       1,217   2,967  1,198  3,086  1,207   2,995
Major Collector 2,186 3,942       2,379   3,839       2,178   3,795  2,242  3,678  2,094   3,721
Minor Collector    655    941    714      884      674      879     724     999     681   1,067
Local Road 1,778 2,374       1,952   2,604       1,951   2,445  1,975  2,475  1,967   2,468
Unknown Rural Road      20      46      19        29       97      183     131     193     193      246
Total Rural 8,106       15,735     18,717        15,732       8,502        16,059  8,703       16,432 8,509        16,582

Urban Interstate    787 1,360    805   1,372     816   1,505     831  1,461     836   1,436
Freeway/Expressway    607 1,312    558   1,249     549      989     444     852     409      874
Other Principal Arterial 1,314 3,646 1,300   3,741       1,364   4,164       1,384  4,036  1,179   4,058
Minor Artery    982 2,601 1,044   2,688     989   2,663     947  2,576     876   2,430
Collector    413    804    445      768     423      785     410     753     351      679
Local Road 1,013 1,908 1,083   2,080  1,077   1,975  1,108  1,956  1,007   1,888
Unknown Urban Road      16      48      12        18       26        43       25       46       19        59
Total Urban 5,132        11,679      5,247         11,916  5,244        12,124       5,149       11,680 4,677         11,424

Unknown      26      38      52      153       30      106       24       25       72      207

Grand Total               13,264        27,452     14,016        27,801     13,776       28,289      13,876       28,137     13,258       28,213
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